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Join the patriotic party as Palm Desert celebrates our 
nation’s independence on Tuesday, July 4, with free festivities 
featuring fireworks, food trucks, live music, and more at 
Civic Center Park.  
	T he fun kicks off at 7:30 p.m. with a presentation 

of our nation’s flag by a U.S. 
Marine Corps color guard 
followed by a concert featuring 
the Swing Cats Big Band, who 
will perform a variety of popular 
swing and big band favorites.
The sky will light up at 9 p.m. 
with a spectacular 20-minute-

long fireworks display synchronized to patriotic-themed 
songs simulcast on radio stations The Mix 100.5 FM and 
93.7 KCLB.
	A  warm welcome is extended to Indian Wells residents 
and Palm Desert thanks the City of Indian Wells for helping 
to defray some of the costs of this year’s celebration.
	R evelers will once again have an opportunity to buy 
taste tempting treats from a variety of food trucks and 
vendors and attendees are also encouraged to bring picnic 
dinners, blankets, and chairs to enjoy the show. Alcoholic 
beverages, smoking, and portable barbeques are 
prohibited. Private fireworks are illegal in Civic Center 
Park and throughout Palm Deser t.  Flashlights 
are recommended for safely exiting the park. 
	T o protect public safety 
during the holiday celebra-
tion in the busy park, golf 
carts will not be allowed to 
operate inside park grounds 
on July 4. The dog park in 
Civic Center Park will also be 
closed that day.

	 Civic Center Park is located at 73510 Fred Waring 
Drive (Fred Waring and San Pablo Avenue). Road closures 
around the park, including Magnesia Falls Drive, are 
scheduled to begin at 4 p.m. Parking will be allowed at the 
park until 6 p.m. with access from Fred Waring Drive. Private 
vehicles will not be allowed into the park once lots are full. 

	 For the comfort and convenience of attendees, free, 
air-conditioned shuttle service will be provided between 
The Gardens on El Paseo and the park, from 6 p.m. until 
10 p.m.  The Gardens is located at the corner of El Paseo 
and San Pablo Avenue.
	 For more information, please call 760-346-0611, 
ext. 416.

Features Fireworks, Food Trucks, and FunPalm Desert’s July 4 Celebration



Personal fireworks are illegal in Palm Desert and the City’s firefighters encourage 
everyone who enjoys the eye-popping colors and earth-shaking explosions of 
a good display to attend an organized public fireworks show such as the City’s 
Independence Day Celebration at Palm Desert Civic Center Park on Tuesday, 
July 4.
	 Fireworks are not toys. When things go wrong with fireworks, they 
typically go very wrong very fast and the results can be deadly. Fireworks and 
sparklers are designed to explode or throw off showers of hot sparks and they burn 
at temperatures exceeding 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit, hotter than a blow torch.
	 More fires are reported on Independence Day in the United States than on any other day of the year 
and fireworks account for nearly half of those fires. 
	T he Riverside County Fire Department provides a website with fire safety and emergency incident 
information as well as the dates and locations of public fireworks displays at www.rvcfire.org. For more 
information, please call 951-940-6985.

The Joslyn Center’s Meals on Wheels program 
offers much more than just meals.  Volunteer 
drivers provide participating seniors with regular, 
friendly human contact along with nutritious 

food. Residents ages 50 
and up who are unable to 
drive, shop, or cook could 
be eligible, regardless of 
income. 

Information: email BobE@joslyncenter.org 
or call 760-340-3220, ext. 110 

Independence Day falls on 
Tuesday this year, which 
means that trash service for 
residents and businesses in 
Palm Desert will be delayed by one day. 
Information: 760-346-0611, ext. 416

Rising temperatures can bring increased coyote 
activity in residential areas. You can help protect 
yourself, your pets, and your property 
by following some simple steps. Never feed 
coyotes. Do not leave pet food outside. Bring 

pets inside at night and do 
not leave them outside 
unattended. Put garbage 
in tightly closed containers 
that cannot tip over. The 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
website – www.wildlife.ca.gov/Keep-Me-Wild 
– offers helpful information about how to live 
with coyotes and other wildlife.
Information: 909-484-0167

Date to Remember
Independence Day
July 4

The celebration of our nation’s independence on July 4 is a happy and exciting 
occasion for proud Americans, but the loud noises associated with fireworks and 
other festivities on that day can be confusing and frightening to pets.
	     The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) advises 
pet owners to keep their dogs and cats at home in a quiet, sheltered, and escape-
proof area during fireworks displays. 
	    The City of Palm Desert encourages residents who live in affected areas to 
follow the SPCA’s advice and protect their pets. Pet owners are encouraged to 
bring their pets indoors during the 20-minute fireworks display at Civic Center 

Park scheduled to start at 9 p.m. on Tuesday, July 4.
	 For more information about the City’s Independence Day Celebration, please 
call 760-346-0611, ext. 416. 

The Palm Desert Aquatic Center is one of the desert’s coolest places to celebrate Independence Day 
this July 4. 
	 Enjoy a day filled with swimming, water play, and fun activities topped off with a great view of the 
fireworks at the City’s Independence Day Celebration in neighboring Civic Center Park. 	
	R ecreation swim at the Aquatic Center’s three pools starts at 11 a.m. and continues through the 
conclusion of the fireworks, which start at 9 p.m. Diving boards 
and slides will close at dusk. 
	A dmission for Palm Desert residents is $4 for adults (ages 
13 - 59), $3 for seniors and youth (ages 6 – 12 or 60 and up), 
and $2.50 for children (ages 2 – 5). Children under 2-years-old 
are free. Admission fees for non-residents are slightly higher. 
The Aquatic Center’s concession stand will be selling a variety 
of food and drink items.
	T housands of people attend Palm Desert’s Independence 
Day Celebration each year and parking can be a challenge, 
especially in the late afternoon when streets around the 
Aquatic Center and Civic Center Park begin to close. 
	A quatic Center visitors are encouraged to arrive early 
and plan for parking. Alternative options include Magnesia 
Falls Drive east of Portola Avenue as well as the parking lot 
for Magnesia Falls Park. For more information, please call 
760-565-7467. 

Enjoy Cool Pools and Hot Fireworks 
at Palm Desert Aquatic Center

Protect Your Pets on July 4

Please Leave Fireworks to the Pros



The City of Palm Desert continues to enjoy sound financial health 
as it enters the new fiscal year with a projected balanced budget for 
2017/2018.
	T he daily operations of Palm Desert’s municipal government are paid 
for from the General Fund. This year’s General Fund budget includes just 
over $56.28 million in projected revenues and slightly less – $56.26 
million – in expenditures. 
	T he City’s major revenue sources continue to be sales taxes, hotel/
bed taxes, and property taxes, as well as fees from licenses and permits. 
	 Public safety costs continue to grow each year and will once again 
represent the lion’s share of municipal expenditures. Costs for police and 
fire services in 2017/2018 are expected to total more than $34.8 million 
with $25.6 million coming from the City’s General Fund and the balance 
from the City’s Fire Fund, which is primarily supported through fire taxes 
on property.  
	 Palm Desert’s operating budget is the most significant funding tool 
utilized by the City to achieve its goals and priorities as articulated by 
the City Council and outlined in the community’s Envision Strategic Plan 
and Palm Desert’s recently updated General Plan.
	T he adopted 2017/2018 budget, the strategic and general plans, and 
additional information about the City’s goals and finances are available for 
public review at City Hall and online at www.cityofpalmdesert.org. 

COPS Vacation Check 
Program Offers Enhanced 
Summer Security

July 8 – 
Save a Life

While Supporting 
Your Community

The fourth annual Nine Cities Blood Drive Challenge 
returns in July with Coachella Valley communities 
competing head-to-head to inspire the most 
lifesaving donations. 
	 Palm Desert’s drive kicks off the contest on 
Saturday, July 8, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Palm 
Desert Community Center. Summer is the most 
challenging time of year for blood donations and 
your generosity could save a life while helping Palm 
Desert regain the Nine Cities title it won in 2014.

	A ll blood donors receive a free, single-day ticket 
voucher to Wet ‘n’ Wild Palm Springs and a coupon 
valid for a free Jack in the Box combo meal. 
	D onors must be at least 15 years of age – donors 
under 18 require a signed parental consent form 
(available at the drive) – weigh at least 110 pounds, 
and feel well on drive day. A photo ID is also required. 
Donors should maintain their regular meal schedules 
and increase fluid intake (water is best) in the 24 
hours prior to donating. 
	 The Palm Desert Community Center is located
at 43900 San Pablo Avenue adjacent to Civic Center 
Park. For more information and to make an 
appointment, please call  LifeStream at 
800-879-4484 or visit LStream.org.

Sizzling summer temperatures often inspire Palm Desert residents to leave 
town in July and August for vacations in cooler destinations. 

	V acationing residents and others who need to leave their Palm Desert 
homes for extended stays have a way to feel more secure about their property thanks to the City’s 
Citizens on Patrol (COPS) Vacation Check Program. 
	CO PS volunteers will patrol and visit registered single-family homes in non-gated communities 
while residents are away for two weeks or more. These ongoing visits will check for broken windows, 
vandalism, and other obvious problems. COPS inspections will be confined to the exteriors 
of participating homes and problems will be reported to the resident and the Palm Desert Police 
Department, as appropriate.
	T o register for the Vacation Check program, residents can fill out an application at the Portola 
Community Center, 45480 Portola Avenue, or contact Citizens on Patrol at 760-862-9848 to request 
a form via mail. 
	 Completed applications must be submitted in person at the Portola Community Center 
and proper identification is required. For more information, please call 760-862-9848.

New 
Budget 
Moves 
Palm 
Desert 
Forward
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phone 760-346-0611

e-mail
info@cityofpalmdesert.org

Websites
www.palm-desert.org

www.cityofpalmdesert.org

n

Watch City Council 
meetings live online at

www.cityofpalmdesert.org
on the 2nd and 4th Thursday 

each month at 4 p.m.

n

Jan Harnik
Mayor

Sabby Jonathan
Mayor Pro Tem

 Kathleen Kelly
Gina Nestande

Susan Marie Weber

n

Do you love Palm Desert and have a few hours 
per month to devote to serving your community? 
Openings on City committees and commissions 
present opportunities for residents who would like to 
get involved and provide advice to the City Council on 
issues of local interest and concern. 
	 Examples of current opportunities include 
the Citizens’ Sustainability Committee, Housing 
Commission, Rent Review Commission, Art in Public 
Places Commission, and the Library Promotion 
Committee.  
	 Applications for service on all standing committees 
and commissions are accepted at any time. The City 

Council reviews applications annually and at 
other times when vacancies arise.
	 All applicants are required to attend 
at least two meetings of the committee or 
commission for which they are applying and 
then complete an application package
and submit it to the City Clerk’s Office. 
Meeting schedules can be accessed on the 
“Calendar” page of the City’s website – 
www.cityofpalmdesert.org. 

	 For applications and more information, please 
contact the City Clerk’s office at 760-346-0611, 
ext. 304.

Palm 
Desert 
Wants 
You!

The Coachella Valley’s Certified 
Farmers’ Markets have partnered 
with Westfield Palm Desert to open 
the first air conditioned summer 
farmers’ market east of Palm Springs. 
	 Palm Desert’s Summer Certified Farmers’ Market takes place 
indoors on the Westfield mall’s lower level rotunda (near the 
World Gym) from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. every Sunday, through 
mid-September. 
	 The market’s nearly two-dozen farms are regionally-based, most 
within 100 miles of Palm Desert, and provide a wide assortment of 
fruits and vegetables. In addition to the wonderful produce, the 
market offers a mouthwatering array of other products including 
farm raised meats, eggs, cheeses, honey, organic coffee, flowers, 
prepared foods, soups, chocolates, soaps, and more.
	 For more information, please call 844–732-7628 or visit 
www.certifiedfarmersmarkets.org.

Palm Desert’s 
First Summer 
Farmers’ Market 
Opens at Westfield Mall









DESERT WILLOW GOLF RESORT 
38995 Desert Willow Drive
Pro shop and tee times: 760-346-7060, ext. 1 
Information and hours: 760-346-7060 
www.desertwillow.com

General Manager Operational Forum
Opportunity for Desert Willow patrons to share 
their ideas on programming and operations at 
Desert Willow
Monday, August 28, 2 p.m.
Information & questions: 
email dwhite@desertwillow.com

Palm Desert Golf Academy 
Open 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. Tuesday – Saturday
For information about Academy memberships, 
call 760-340-4057

Summer VIP Card
Enjoy discounts on green fees, lessons, dining, 
golf shop merchandise, and much more 
Residents: $49; Non-Residents: $79 
Information: www.desertwillow.com/VIP

Summer Elite Pass
Enjoy unlimited golf (after 9 a.m.), unlimited 
practice area access, a 21-day booking window, 
and much more
Residents: $699; Non-Residents: $799

THE GARDENS/EL PASEO VILLAGE
73545 El Paseo
760-862-1990
Monday – Thursday, 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Friday & Saturday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Sunday, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

WESTFIELD PALM DESERT
72840 Highway 111
760-346-2121
www.westfield.com/palmdesert
 

Summer Certified Farmers’ Market
Sundays, 9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Lower level rotunda (near the World Gym)
Information: www.certifiedfarmersmarkets.org 
or 844–732-7628
 
Happy Camper Family Events
Wednesdays, 1 – 3 p.m.
 

10th Annual Back to School 
Fashion Show Auditions
Models ages 5-21
Tuesday, July 25, 6 – 7:30 p.m.
Main Court, Level 1, across from World Gym
Information: westfield.com/palmdesert 
or 760-346-2121

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF PALM DESERT
72861 El Paseo
760-346-6588
www.hspd.org
Friday – Monday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Closed for summer 

Archives open to researchers by appointment
Redesigned Museum featuring a fresh look and 
new exhibits re-opens Friday, October 6 

Summer Potluck
Friday, July 14, 4 – 8 p.m.
Palm Desert Country Club
RSVP and information: 760-346-6588

MCCALLUM THEATRE
73000 Fred Waring Drive
760-340-ARTS (2787)   
www.mccallumtheatre.com

Visit www.mccallumtheatre.com or call the 
box office for a complete listing of July & August 
shows.

SANTA ROSA & SAN JACINTO MTNS
NAT’L MONUMENT VISITOR CENTER
51500 Highway 74
760-862-9984
www.desertmountains.org
Open Friday – Tuesday, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Closed Wednesdays & Thursdays

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
RIVERSIDE/PALM DESERT CAMPUS
75080 Frank Sinatra Drive
760-834-0800
www.palmdesert.ucr.edu

Lit Flicks
Free page to screen film series. This years’ series 
explores classic young adult fiction.
Selected Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
July 12	 To Kill a Mockingbird
August 9	 The Outsiders
RSVP and information: 760-834-0800

An Educational Program for Mature Learners
UC Riverside Extension’s Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute
Information: 760-834-0997 
or www.extension.ucr.edu/osher

THE LIVING DESERT
47900 Portola Avenue
760-346-5694
www.livingdesert.org

Summer Hours 
Open daily, 8 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
(last admission at 1 p.m.)

Through September 4, members of The Living
Desert or the Palm Springs Art Museum in Palm 
Desert can get free admission to both popular 
attractions.

Giraffe Feeding
Daily 9 a.m. – noon
$5 with paid admission ($4 members)

Summer Memberships
Valid through September 30
Four months of admission for $25 per person; 
$40 dual; $75 family

Summer Chill Tour Package
Book a private, behind-the-scenes tour 
and get a second select tour as a bonus.
Includes a 3-hour guided shuttle tour
Available through September 30

National Zoo Keeper Week
July 15 – 21

World Elephant Day
Saturday, August 12


